
WELCOME
Welcome to 

Invest in Columbus



LAND BANK AUTHORITY VISION

For all the neighborhoods in Columbus to be defined by 
economic stability, quality of life for residents, and an 

absence of blight.



WHAT DO LAND BANKS DO?

Acquire Properties
Clear Titles

Waive Back Taxes Improve PropertiesSell Properties



Tax Commissioner ɀ Tax Sale
Non Judicial Foreclosure

Tax Commissioner ɀ Tax Sale

Judicial Foreclosure
VS.

Å Purchaser is Approve by Land Bank Board and Purchase 
Price is put in Escrow Prior to Foreclosure

Å ,ÉÓÔ ÉÓ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄ "ÁÎË !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȭÓ !ÐÐÒÏÖÅÄ 
Properties

Å Notification Sent Out

Å Judicial Hearing for Clear Title, will incur Legal Fees 
~$4,500

Å Goes to Tax Sale for

Minimum Bid of Total Liens and Legal Fees

Å Purchased by Highest Bidder

Å If the Owner Pays the Taxes or the LBA loses at the Tax 
Sale, the Purchaser will Only get Purchase Price 

Returned

Å 60 Day Right of Redemption

Å Land Bank Clears Liens and Moves to Close with Purchaser

Å List is Generated by Tax Commissioner Office

Å Notifications Sent Out

Å Goes to Tax Sale for Minimum Bid of Total 
Liens

Å Purchased by Highest Bidder

Å 1 Year Right of Redemption

Å If Owner Pays, Purchaser will get Purchase 
Price + Interest

Å After 1 Year: Judicial Hearing for Clear Title, 
will incur Legal Fees ~$4,500



Non Judicial Foreclosure

Starting Bid $23,000
 

Tax Lien $18,000
Grass Lien $5,000

Sold

$23,000

Judicial Foreclosure

Right of Redemption: 1 Year
Right of Redemption: 60 days

$15,000

VS.

Legal Fees $4,500

Total Spent $27,500

Starting Bid $27,500
 

Tax Lien $18,000
Grass Lien $5,000
Legal Fees: $4,500



TRUE OR FALSE

The Land Bank holds the tax lien 

After the judicial foreclosure and the waiving of liens, properties have clear and marketable 
title 

FALSE

After purchasing properties through the Land Bank, the investor must pay 
off all the liens

4ÁØ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ

FALSE

True!



3 AVENUES OF PURCHASING WITH THE CITY

ÀCITY SURPLUS:
ÀProperties owned by the City

ÀApproved by Council to Surplus

ÀSold for the Appraised Fair Market Value

ÀSealed Bid Application

ÀNON JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
ÀTax Commissioner

ÀJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
ÀTax Commissioner and Land Bank

PROPERTY SALE

JUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE

NON JUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE

CITY 
SURPLUS



OBJECTIVES

1.Nonprofit entities seeking to 
obtain the land for low-income 
affordable housing

2. Other individuals and entities 
intending to produce low-income 
or moderate-income affordable 
housing

3. Homeowner occupied  

4. Development of Green Spaces

5. Side Lot Acquisition







To support our purpose to get properties back on 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÔÁØ ÒÏÌÌȟ ×Å ÏÆÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 
opportunities:

WHAT WE OFFER

uApplying for Land Bank Authority 
Inventory 

uApplying Properties Qualified for Foreclosure

Donated City Surplus

Recaptured

Failed to 
Close



Properties Eligible for Foreclosure
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Now Accepting Applications
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Phase 1 Phase 2



EXAMPLES OF STRUCTURES
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PHOTO
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ELIGIBLE 
FORECLOSURE 
TIMELINE

Ongoing
Land Bank identifies and 
markets properties 

Applications Received

2nd Wednesday of the 
Month

The board approves 
applications

Buyers are notified

2 Weeks Prior to 
Foreclosure

Applicants are notified 
they have 2 weeks to put 
bid in escrow

4 Months
Foreclosure Process

Property goes to bid

60 Days
Right of redemption

Prepare for closing



HOW TO WRITE A 
WINNING 
PROPOSAL

ɆDescribe in detail the redevelopment plan

ɆWill it be a rental, sold, made available for 
public use?

Development Plan

ɆProjected Start Day and Completion Dave

ɆAny Major Milestone Dates

Development Timeline

ɆSource of funding available

ɆDocumentation may be request

Financing

ɆList of comparable projects completed

ɆList contractors

Capacity 



RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING PERMIT 
INSPECTIONS AND CODE DEPARTMENT 



WWW.COLUMBUSGA.GOV/INSCODE/

The mission of the Inspections & Code Department is to ensure a 

safe and environmentally sound community to all of the residents 

and those who visit the City of Columbus. This department is 

responsible for enforcing the latest editions of the International 

Code for Buildings, Plumbing, Electrical, Mechanical and Property 

Maintenance adopted by the State of Georgia as theGeorgia State 

Minimum Construction Codes.

Required items for building permits

Access to the Unified Development Ordinance 

Permits and Forms  

https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes


2018 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE 

Å Sec. 8-13. Adopted by the Unified Development Ordinance 

ÅR101.2 Scope. The provisions of the International Residential Code for One and Two-

family Dwellings shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, 

replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location. Removal and demolition of 

detached one and two-family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories 

above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory 

structures not more than three stories above grade plane in height. 



WHAT IS A FAMOUS QUOTE FROM THIS MOVIE ?

òMy momma always said, Life was like a box of chocolates.

     You never know what youõre gonna getó

                   - FORREST GUMP



WHAT IS A PERMIT ? 





COSTS OF PERMITS 

ÅPLUMBING PERMIT -$50.00/PER METER 

ÅGAS PERMIT -$50.00/PER METER

ÅMECHANICAL PERMIT-$50.00/PER METER

ÅELECTRICAL PERMIT -$50.00/PER METER ðCHANGE OF SERVICE PERMIT IF PROPERTY  

HAS BEEN VACANT FOR OVER 6 MONTHS OR A BURNED STRUCTURE UTILITY 

COMPANY PULLS THE METER 

ÅDEMOLITION PERMIT ð $ 50.00 

ÅBUILDING PERMIT ð  PRICE DEPENDS ON THE COST FOR THE SCOPE OF WORK YOU 

ARE DOING  



WHEN DO YOU NEED A PERMIT ? 



PERMITS ARE REQUIRED 

ÅCONSTRUCT NEW, ENLARGE,  ALTER, REPAIR , MOVE, DEMOLISH A BUILDING OR 

STRUCTURE.

ÅINSTALL OR ALTER ANY ELECTRICAL, GAS, MECHANICAL, OR PLUMBING SYSTEM

ÅANY ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING SYSTEMS IE: FLOOR, ROOF,  WALLS, ETC.. IN THE 

HOME MUST MEET CURRENT CODE REQUIREMENTS.



PERMITS ARE NOT REQUIRED FOR 

ÅCOSMECTIC WORK 

ÅSHEETROCK

ÅPAINTING 

ÅTILING

ÅCABINETS & COUNTER TOPS

ÅRE-ROOFING OR ROOF REPLACEMENT- If structural work is involved, such as 

replacing sheathing, rafters, trusses, or studs, a permit is required



BUILDING PERMIT 

ÅIN GENERAL A BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION IS A LEGAL DOCUMENT THAT IS 

USED BY COUNTY, STATE, AND CITY TO GATHER PROJECT SPECIFICS, SUCH AS 

DESCRIPTIONS OF WORK, PROPERTY OWNERS INFORMATION APPLICANT 

INFORMATION/CONTRACTORõS INFORMATION

ÅBUILDING PERMITS - DEPENDING ON THE PROJECT YOU ARE PROPOSING THE 

BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION IS SOMETIMES REQUIRED TO BE ACCOMPANIED 

BY OTHER DOCUMENTS, SUCH AS BUILDING PLANS, CALCULATIONS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS



WHO CAN PURCHASE A PERMIT 

ÅBy law, a State of Georgia licensed contractor must pull all construction 
permits. However, Homeowner Permits: Must be performing the work yourself 

on the property that you reside in. The home must be in your name according 

to tax assessor records and not listed in a company name. The property must 

be your primary residence; it cannot be a property you rent or lease to tenants 
O.C.G.A.§ Section 43-41-17(h). 

ÅCopy of licensed contractors state card and a copy of current active business 

license.

ÅNote: THE ADDRESS ON YOUR DRIVERS LICENSE MUST MATCH THE 

ADDRESS FOR THE PROPERTY YOU ARE APPLYING FOR.





KNOWN COSTS 

VERSUS 

UNKNOWN COSTS



KNOWN COSTS

Å Exterior Renovation

Å Foundation Repair

Å Roof System (Sheathing & Shingles)

ÅWindows 

Å Siding/Brick Replacement or Repair

Å Deck Removal or Replacement

Å Plumbing/Sewer

Å Interior Renovation 

Å Plumbing

Å Electrical

ÅMechanical

Å Floor System

ÅWall Framing 

ÅWall Covering



UNKNOWN COSTS

ÅExterior Renovation

ÅRemoval Of Trash/Biohazardous Materials And Abandoned Vehicles

ÅRemoval Of Overgrown Vegetation

ÅPest Control

ÅExtent of Fire/Termite Damage

Å Interior Renovation 

ÅRemoval of Trash/Biohazardous Materials

ÅPest Control

ÅòHidden Gemsó (Finding derelict material in unexpected places.)

ÅExtent of Fire/Termite Damage



A QUICK GOOGLE SEARCH 
MIGHT SHOW YOU THIS



BUT IT WONõT
 SHOW YOU THIS



OR THIS



FIRE DAMAGE

Å All Blistered Material Must Be Removed.

Å Consult With a Structural Engineer


